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ABSTRACT

This Kids Count report examines regional differences in the
well being of Tennessee's children. The statistical portrait is based on 16
health, social, and economic indicators of child well being: (1) percent of
population enrolled in TennCare, state health insurance program; (2) percent
of births lacking adequate prenatal care; (3) percent of low birthweight
births; (4) infant mortality rate; (5) child death rate; (6) teen violent
death rate; (7) teen pregnancy rate; (8) percent of students receiving
special education; (9) percent of high school dropouts; (10) child abuse and
neglect rate; (11) percent of children referred to juvenile court; (12) child
state care rate; (13) per capita income; (14) percent of children receiving
Aid to Families with Dependent Children; (15) percent of population receiving
food stamps; and (16) percent of students participating in Free and Reduced
Lunch Program. Following an overview, the bulk of the report contains
statistical profiles for each of nine regions in Tennessee. Information on
each region includes historical background, demographic information, history
of the relevant regional council on children and youth, comparison of the
region to the rest of the state on the indicators of well being, and tables
detailing the indicators in 1996 and 1992. Information on definitions and
data sources and four appendices containing data tables complete the report.
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